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Introduction
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A food web is a model that shows all the possible food chains in an ecosystem.  In this activity you will discover the complexity of a mountain food web.  Food webs show how many animals are interconnected by different paths.  For example, trees produce acorns which act as food for many mice and insects. Because there are many mice, weasels, snakes, and raccoons have food. The insects in the acorns also attract birds and skunks.  With the skunks, weasels and mice around, hawks, foxes, and owls can find food. They are all connected!

Materials Needed

· Pen/pencil
· Coloring pencils

Procedures

1. Look at the pictures on the back of this paper.  
2. Trace the path that energy takes from the sun to plants and them to animals in a mountain ecosystem.  Show all of the different food chains by drawing them in different colors.

Analysis and Conclusions

1. How many different food chains did you discover? _________
2. Describe the longest food chain that you found.
__________________________________________________________ 
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