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What Goes Around Comes Around: The Carbon Cycle
Read:  http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/Water/co2_cycle.html
Summarize all bullets:   
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Draw the carbon cycle picture on the left side of the website.

Go to: http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/climate/carbon_cycle.html
Go through the cycle. Write down the path that you follow.

Answer the questions.  They may not be in order, since each person can get go in a different order:

1. True or False:  Plants both absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and release it into the atmosphere.
2. Because of burning fossil fuels, the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has increased _____________ in the past 150 years.
3. The surface ocean takes in approximately ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________ of carbon per year.
4. What percent of the atmosphere is carbon dioxide? ____________________

5. True or False: Carbon can't get from the deep ocean to soils on the land. There is a different type of carbon on land.
6. What is the process that plants do to take carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere? _______________________

7. What is detritus? ____________________________________________________________________________

8. True or False: Soils emit carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.
9. True or False: The ocean absorbs more carbon dioxide from the atmosphere than the land.
10. When carbon gets to the deep ocean, it usually stays there for __________________ years before moving on.
11. When carbon enters the deep ocean, how long does it stay there? ____________________________________

12. What are phytoplankton and what do they do? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. True or False: Ocean life can survive without carbon.
Analysis:

1. How many stops can you make on your trip? 
2. Will your journey ever end? 
3. Ask the groups around you. Was everyone’s journey the same? Why not? 
4. What would happen if we burned more fossil fuels?
